Reading Standards and Indicators Grade 8

	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:V:1  Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by…

	~Uses strategies to unlock meaning (e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefixes/suffixes, base words, common roots, or word origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior knowledge)


	~Word of the Day (W.O.D):

Journal of vocabulary = year long activity/ 300+ words 

(Month calendar made, each student assigned 2 words per day.  They look up pronunciation, endings, part of speech, origin, and definition.  Next, they write 2 sentences indicating meaning of word, without giving it away.  Also, they draw a visual for each word.  On assigned day, student presents words. Others keep a notebook/journal of assigned words being presented.  Also, flashcards of words are made and used for review games.  Lastly, there’s a teacher made word wall = word groups are put up as students are tested.  This way, they can be revisited.


	~W.O.D.: (Teacher generated idea.)Words are chosen from different reading materials covered in class.  (See example W.O.D. calendar in appendix.)
~American Heritage Dictionary for Middle School Students
~Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
~On-line dictionary


	~W.O.D.:  Teacher made tests (chunks of W.O.D.s in 20-26)

~W.O.D.s  used in writing assignments = part of F.C.A.s/rubric)

~Periodic W.O.D. book checks

~Presentation paper graded

~Observation and anecdotal note taking (Observe student participation in W.O.D. review game and observe student contribution to discussion of word wall.)

~Extra Credit = Students find W.O.D.s outside of class, write down source, and hand in for extra homework point
	 Students will master 80% of  word lists per month.


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:V:1  Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by…
  (continued)
	~Uses strategies to unlock meaning (e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefixes/suffixes, base words, common roots, or word origins; or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior knowledge)


	~Practice Packet:  Assigned weekly.  Supplemental worksheets are compiled to create a packet.  Students are given packet on Monday and are expected to have them finished on Friday.  On Friday, they are reviewed and corrected (together as a class).  Every 4 weeks, students are tested on the previous practice packets. (See example pages in appendix.)
~Supplemental Activities:

Boggle and Scrabble


	~Practice Packet:  

~Grade 8 Language Practice 
(Steck-Vaughn)

~15 Minute Language Arts Skill Builders (Educational 

Impressions, Inc.)

~Hot Fudge Monday (Cottonwood Press, Inc.)
~Supplemental Activities:

Parker Bros. or computer


	~Practice Packet:  Packets are checked weekly and it’s noted whether packet is complete or incomplete.  (Packets are corrected together and students make any necessary changes.)

~Every 4 practice packets, students are tested on what’s previously been corrected.  (Tests are compiled of questions/directions from practice packets.)
~Supplemental Activities: 

Observation of game and examination of word lists.


	Practice Packet Tests completed with 80% accuracy on a monthly basis.


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:V:2  Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating and understanding of word and meanings and relationships by…

	~ Identifies synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/ homophones, shades of meaning, or word origins, including words from other languages that have been adopted into our language EXAMPLE (word origin from other language): de'ja' vu

~Selects appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, including content specific vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, or precise vocabulary
	~W.O.D.:  See explanation above.

~Practice Packet:  See explanation above.
~W.O.D. and Practice Packet:  See above.

~Using Context Clues (tiered):  Graphic organizers that allow students to identify and list context clues
	~W.O.D.:  See explanation above.

~Practice Packet:  Writing Lessons That Work!  (Scholastic Professional Books) and How to Write a Research Report (Teacher Generated Materials).
~W.O.D. and Practice Packet:  See above.

~Using Context Clues (tiered):  

~Graphic Organizers and Activities For Differentiated Instruction in Reading (Scholastic)

~Grade 8 Language Practice (Steck-Vaughn)


	~W.O.D.:  See explanation above.

~Practice Packet:  See explanation above.

~W.O.D. and Practice Packet:  See above.

~Using Context Clues (tiered):  Go over sheets with students.  They volunteer info. And make any necessary changes (include in practice packet test).
	Students will master 80% of  word lists per month.
Tests completed with 80% accuracy per month.


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by…

	~Identifies or describes character(s), setting, problem/ solution, or plots/subplots, as appropriate to text 


	~List of Literary Terms:  One literary term focused on per story.  Term is added to list which grows throughout the year.

~Probable Passage:  Students chose vocabulary word from reading selection and predict characters, setting, problem/solution, and plot based on chosen word and title of selection.

~Setting Postcard:  Students create postcard identifying and describing setting of reading selection.
	~List of Literary Terms:  Definitions come from

~Adventures for Readers – Book II (Holt, Reinhart, Winston)

~Explorations in Reading
~Probable Passage:
~When Kids Can’t Read Beers

~Setting Postcard:  

~Awesome Hands On Activities for Teaching Literary Elements pg. 14

(Scholastic)


	~List of Literary Terms:  ~Periodic teacher generated quizzes.

~Notebook checks.

~Observation of class discussions.

~Probable Passage:

~Observe students comparing and contrasting predictions with one another.  They will also compare and contrast their predictions with actual info.  from story. (Check for completion.)

~Setting Postcard:

Grade postcard (establish FCAs/rubric).


	Students will master 2-4 literary terms per month:
Sept: fiction, nonfiction
Oct: characterization, setting, protag., antag.
Nov:  1st and 3rd person point of view, plot
Dec:  conflict, inference
Jan: imagery, mood/atmosphere, theme, foreshadowing
Feb: biography/autobiography, memoir, essay
Mar: abstract, concrete, poetic devices, symbolism

Apr:  personification, moral, hyperbole

May: folk lore, mythology
June: voice


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by…

 (continued)

	~Identifies any significant changes in character or setting over time

~Identifies rising action, climax, or falling action
	~Characterization Worksheet (tiered):  Students identify character, their qualities, and changes throughout a story.

~Book Life: In journal, students describe a character at the beginning, middle, and end of story.

~Plot Diagram and Conflict Categorization Graphic Organizers (tiered):  Students label initial action, climax/conflict, and resolution.

	~Characterization Worksheet (tiered):  

~Awesome Hands On Activities for Teaching Literary Elements pg.34+39+40 (Scholastic)

~Book Life:  Teacher generated idea.

~Plot Diagram and Conflict Graphic Organizers (tiered):

~Awesome Hands On Activities for Teaching Literary Elements pgs. 53, 56, 58 (Scholastic)
	~Characterization Worksheet (tiered):  Discuss and grade.

~Book Life:  Read and grade journal.
~Plot Diagram and Conflict Graphic Organizers (tiered): Discuss and grade. 
	Reading journal addressed daily (Sept. – June)


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:1  Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by…
  (continued)

	~Paraphrases or summarizes key idea/plot with major events sequenced, as appropriate to text
	~Free Choice Reading:  Mandatory reading journal = daily entries following silent reading.  Students record what’s been read.  Questions or prompts for writing are listed on the board to support students.
~Term 1 = Fiction

  Term 2 = Nonfiction

  Terms 3+4 = Any genre (fic., nonfic., plays, poetry, graphic novels)

~Terms 1+2 =    Student/Teacher conference following completion of each silent reading book.
  Terms 3+4 = Student completes questionnaire upon completion of book.

	~Free Choice Reading:  Teacher generated questions based on literary terms. (ex.:  setting, characters, plot, conflict, resolution, etc.).
~Students encouraged to ask questions, identify problem vocab., track changes with main character, and tell personal likes/dislikes.
~Teacher generated questionnaire based on genre.
~Possible resource = Teaching Reading in Middle School (Scholastic) 
	~Free Choice Reading:  Journal checks with written responses to students.
~Conferences = listening to students (scripting what they say to determine their use of strategies and their comprehension).
~Grade book questionnaires.
	Students required to read minimum of 4 books per term.


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:2  Analyze and interpret  elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by…

	~Explains or supports logical predictions (local)
~Describing characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions, citing thought, words, or actions that reveal characters’ traits, motivations, or their changes over time
	 ~Debates: Students chose gender of author based on info. gathered from listening to story.
~Be the character:  Writing assignment = students act as character and make decisions that will effect outcome of story.

~Identifying characterization and character changes:  Students list characters’ thoughts and actions.  Also, they identify character changes over time.  (See pages in appendix.)

	~Debates:  The Outsiders (author gender debate)
~Be the character:    

Character for writing assignment chosen from book read by class as whole (The Outsiders by S.E.Hinton and Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech and Charles by Shirley Jackson).
~Identifying characterization:  Graphic Organizers and Activities For Differentiated Instruction In Reading
(tiered worksheets = “Character Sketch” and “Character Changes”
	~Debates:  Observe and note student participation

~Be the character:  
Grade writing assignment (establish FCAs/rubric).

~Identifying characterization:  Discuss with students and grade.
	Term 1


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:2  Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by…
  (continued)

	~Describing characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions, citing thoughts, words, or actions, that reveal characters’ traits, motivations or their changes over time

~Makes infernces about casue/effect, internal or external conflicts (e.g., person versus self, person versus person, person versus nature/society/fate), or the relationship among elements within a text (e.g., describing the interaction among plots/subplots)
	 ~How do you know the character?:  Writing assignment = describe the main character (not only by what the author tells you)/ cite evidence from text.
~Vote on ending:  Provide options for story ending.  Students vote. 

After reading actual ending, students rewrite the ending, changing the outcome of the story(work in cooperative groups and eventually role play new ending).
	~How do you know the character?
Thank You M’am by Langston Hughes (Adv. For Readers).

~Vote on ending:  Monkey’s Paw (play)
	~How do you know?: Grade writing assignment (establish FCAs/rubric).
~Vote on ending:  Grade rewrite and role play (establish FCAs/rubric).
Record vote/survey results and discuss with student groups.
	Term 1


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:2  Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by…
  (continued)

	~Explains how the narrator’s point of view affects the reader’s interpretation
	 ~Role play:  Students imagine being the teacher of the troubled main character, Charles.  They then assume roles and act out the story from the teacher’s point of view.
~Imagine:  While reading The Outsiders, students are asked to imagine what the story would be like from the antagonist’s point of view.  Then, they need to write 1-2 paragraphs explaining what it’s like to live in a town with the protagonist.

	~Role play:  Charles by Shirley Jackson – Explorations in Reading.
~Imagine:  The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton (teacher generated idea).

	~Role play:  Grade role play and script (establish FCAs/rubric).
~Imagine:  Read and correct writing assignment (establish FCAs/rubric) and discuss with students.
	Terms 1 + 2


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:2  Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by…
  (continued)

	~Explains how the author’s message or theme (which may include universal theme) is supported within the text
	~Identifying Main Idea/Details and Theme:  Students identify and write main idea of reading selection and supporting details, and are then able to recognize the theme.
~Theme Bookmark:  Students identify main idea and details while reading with prompts from bookmark.

~Nonfiction:  

~Analyze MLK speech. (Also, examine events during Civil Rights era and determine why he wrote his “I Have A Dream” speech.)

~Read magazine articles/editorials determine author’s purpose for writing.
	~Identifying Main Idea/Details and Theme:  Tiered worksheets “What’s It All About” and “What’s the Message” from Graphic Organizers and Activities For Differentiated Instruction In Reading (Scholastic).
~Theme Bookmark:  When Students Can’t Read Beers.  (See example in appendix.)
~Nonfiction:  

~”Life Of MLK” Scope Magazine.  “MLK” A&E video.  Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo.

~Various articles to support units of study from Scope magazine (Scholastic).
	~Identifying Main Idea/Details and Theme:  Discuss with students, grade, and return with request for students to reread if necessary.
~Theme Bookmark:  Correct bookmark with student (grade) and observe student use of bookmark.

~Nonfiction:  Notate student questions and responses.  Discuss universal themes. (Use “think-alouds” or “think-abouts” while reading with students.  Observe their ability to do the same.)
	Term 2

	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:LT:3 Analyze and interpret author’s craft, citing evidence where appropriate by…

	~Demonstrate knowledge of author’s style or use of literary elements and devices (e.g., imagery, repetition, flashback, foreshadowing, hyperbole, symbolism, or use of punctuation) to analyze literary works
	~Imagery:  Students draw an image that sticks with them from the story (on back they describe image in at least 1 paragraph).
~Poetry:  Students identify poetic devices in poems read.  Then, they write poems listing poetic devices used. 
~Folk Lore:  Students identify personification, hyperbole, repetition, symbolism,  and foreshadowing while reading folk lore. Students write folk lore, employing literary devices mentioned above.
~Writing:  Students write short stories, poetry, autobiographies, speeches, and journal entries demonstrating knowledge of literary elements.
	~Imagery:  “Tell Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe in Adventures for Readers.
~Poetry:  Students visit school media center and select poems read from a variety of resources (teacher generated idea).

~Folk Lore:  Aesop’s Fables, Whoppers, Native American Tales of Creation, Grimm’s Fairy Tales (all found in WRMS media center) and old text book Focus,
~Writing:  Teacher generated assignments.
	~Imagery:  Grade project (establish FCAs/rubric).
~Poetry:  Read/grade student list of poetic devices identified from presented poem. Read/grade poem written by student (establish FCAs/rubric).

~Folk Lore:  Discuss with students through “think-alouds”.  Check their notes, and grade each of their written stories.

~Writing:  All writing assignments are graded according to specific FCAs (rubrics).
	Terms 2 + 3 + 4
Range through terms 1-4


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:IT:1  Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by…

	~Obtains information from text features (e.g., table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/phrases, transitional devices,  bold or italicized texts, headings, graphic organizers, charts, graphs, or illustrations)
	~Brainstorm:  After choosing silent reading books, students brain storm how books were chosen.  (Teacher lists reasons and posts.)
~Practice Packet:  Students identify parts of text.  (See pages in appendix.)
~W.O.D.:  Students use dictionary to obtain vocabulary info.

~Building a Book:  Students create a book from their written folk lore that includes:  cover, dedication page, and table of contents.  Students do same activity to create a book of poetry from their written poetry. (They also have a bibliography in their poetry book as one page is a favorite poem written by another author.)
	~Brainstorm:  Strategies That Work Harvey.

~Practice Packet:  Grade 8 Language Practice (Steck-Vaughn).
~W.O.D.:  American Heritage Dictionary for Middle School Students
~Building a Book:  Teacher generated idea.
	~Brainstorm:  Note students’ individual strategies.
~Practice Packet:  Weekly homework check/grade and monthly test.

~W.O.D.:  Homework check/grade of presentation paper.
~Building a Book:  Grade overall construction of book (establish FCAs/rubric).
	Terms 1-4
Term 4


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:IT:1  Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by…
(continued)

	~Uses information from the text to answer questions to state the main/central ideas, or to provide supporting details
~Organizing information to show understanding or relationships among facts, ideas, and events, (e.g., representing main/central ideas or details within text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, comparing/contrasting, or outlining)
	~Silent Reading Questionnaire:  Upon completion of a silent reading book, students answer questions pertaining to text content and features.

~Practice Packet:  Same as above.
~Silent Reading Questionnaire:  Same as above.

~List/Response:  In journal, students list  facts, or info. from a story, in one column and their personal responses to that info. in another column.
~Practice Packet:  Students read article, then answer questions causing them to reread selection and determine relationships among facts and ideas.
	~Silent Reading Questionnaire:  Teacher generated.
~Practice Packet:  Same as above.

~Silent Reading Questionnaire:  Same as above.

~List/Responses:  Strategies That Work  Harvey.
~Practice Packet:  Real World Literacy skills (Amsco) and

Reading Smarter! (Center for Applied Research in Education)
	~Silent Reading Questionnaire:  Read/Discuss with student and grade.
~Practice Packet:  Same as above

~Silent Reading Questionnaire:  Same as above.

~List/Responses:  Journal check/grade –respond to students.
~Practice Packet:  

Weekly homework check/grade and monthly test.
	Terms 3 + 4
Terms 1-4


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:IT: 2  Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by…

	~Explains connections about information within a text, across texts, or to related ideas.
~Synthesizes and evaluates information within or across text(s) (e.g., constructing appropriate titles; or formulating assertions or controlling ideas)
	~Think Abouts:  Students read selection and complete tiered worksheets “Think-alouds” or “Think-abouts.”  (See appendix.)
~Book Letter:  Students write letter to friend or teacher explaining features, likes/dislikes, comparisons/contrasts to other texts, and questions about text.
~Reading Journal Chart:  In reading journal, students develop chart listing “Evidence For,” “Evidence Against,” and “Personal Opinion” (in relation to protagonist or antagonist or editorial/essay or persuasive piece or writing.)
	~Think Abouts:   Graphic Organizers and Activities for Differentiated Instruction In Reading (Scholastic).

~Book Letter:  Teacher generated idea.   (Can be used with any piece of fiction or nonfiction.)
~Reading Journal Chart:  Strategies That Work Harvey
	~Think Abouts:  Discuss with students and grade.

~Book Letter:  Read letter and grade, with responses (establish FCAs/rubric).

~Reading Journal Chart::  Read/grade journal and offer responses to students.
	Periodically Terms 1-4


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:IT: 2  Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by…
(continued)

	~Draws inferences about text, including author’s purpose (e.g. to inform, explain, entertain, persuade, or message) 
~Explaining how purpose may affect the interpretation of the text; or using supporting evidence to form or evaluate opinions/judgements and assertions about central ideas that are relevant.
	~Scale Work:  Students complete Likert scale or Semantic Differentiated scale identifying author’s purpose and/or message.

~Writing Assignment: Students answer:  How would reading selection be different if written for a different purpose (such as to persuade rather than entertain)?
	~Scale Work:  When Kids Can’t Read  Beers

~Writing Assignment:  Teacher generated idea.
	~Scale Work:  Check for completion.  Discuss scale, allow students to self-assess and make necessary corrections.

~Writing Assignment:  Discuss with students and grade (establish FCAs/rubric).
	Periodically Terms 1-4


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?


	R:IT: 2  Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by…
(continued)

	~Distinguishes fact from opinion, and identifying possible bias/propaganda or conflicting information within or across texts.
~Make inferences about causes or effects
	~Nonfiction:  MLK/ Civil Rights work previously explained.  In addition, students will list what they consider fact vs. bias/propaganda.
~Persuasive Speech:  Students write speech (and present to class)  persuading others to believe in idea and take action to make change.  Students then write evaluative journal entry about own speech and the others’ speeches.
~Somebody Wanted But So:  Students develop chart about  motivations, causes and effects, and outcomes.  Students can accomplish task in group or individually.
	~Nonfiction:  MLK/ Civil Rights work previously explained.   In addition, Don’t Call Me a Racist by Ella Mazel. 
~Persuasive Speech:  Teacher generated project.
~Somebody Wanted But So:  When Students Can’t Read  Beers
	~Nonfiction:  MLK/ Civil Rights work previously explained.
In addition, will check student lists for completion and discuss.  Observe students adding/deleting info.
~Persuasive Speech:  Speech and presentation graded (establish FCAs/rubric).  Evaluative journals checked with responses.
~Somebody Wanted But So:  Observe group work (if done by groups). Assign individual grades.
	Terms 2 + 3
Terms 1-4


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:IT: 2  Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by…
(continued)

	~Make inferences about causes or effects (continued)

	~Rereading and Scanning:  Students list events (causes and effects) from story or article and number sequence (when done, compare with partner).
~Biography Presentation:  Students read biography.  Next, they present info. read by acting as selected person.  They infer how person would be living today or how person would answer questions based on what was read.
	~Rereading and Scanning:  Teacher generated idea and Graphic Organizers and Activities For Differentiated Instruction In Reading (Scholastic).

~Biography Presentation:  Teacher generated project.

	~Rereading and Scanning:  Check for completion and discuss as whole, 1st time this is done.  Next time, collect and grade.
~Biography Presentation:  Student project graded based on FCAs/rubric.
	Term 4
Term 2


	Stem (Big Idea)
	Indicator
	Activity
	Resource
	Assessment Tool
	Date/By When?

	R:IT: 2  Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by…
(continued)

	~Evaluates the clarity and accuracy of information
	~Student –to- student interviews:  Class generates/brainstorms questions important to be asked when gathering info. through an interview.  Students interview partner based on brainstormed questions and write an article.

~Self and Peer Editing:  Students edit their work  and the work of others checking for clarity and accuracy (usually corresponding to established FCAs/rubric per particular assignment).
	~Student-to-student interviews:  Teacher generated project.
~Self and Peer Editing:  Teacher generated idea.  
	~Student-to-student interviews:  Graded based on project FCAs/rubric.
~Self and Peer Editing:  Observe editing.  Reinforced in “Don’t Grade Everything” Differentiated Instruction in the Regular Classroom  Heacox (Free Spirit Publishing).
	Term 2

Terms 1-4


